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How to use this presentation
• This presentation will run for about 30-40 min.
• Take your time and pay attention.
• If you do not understand certain information or 

you would like to have more information please 
refer to the General Field Operations and Safety 
Manual or ask the Field Manager.

• After the presentation you will complete a 
written test to demonstrate that you do 
understand all aspects of Terra Search’s Vehicle 
Induction on Safe Driving.
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1. Introduction
More fatalities occur with motor vehicles than with any other task or 
equipment, and careless use of vehicles produces more serious 
accidents and injuries than any other cause.

DON’T DRIVE AS IF YOU OWN THE ROAD…

… DRIVE AS IF YOU OWN THE CAR!!!



1. Introduction cont’d
This power point presentation is intended to:

• Provide details of the Terra Search policy in regard to safe vehicle 
conduct, maintenance and recovery.

• Help employees develop better safety awareness in potentially 
hazardous driving conditions.

• Outline safe work practices for common recovery & repair operations.

• Help avoid exposing yourself or your workmates to potentially 
dangerous situations.

Safety is your responsibility – not someone else’s.
IF IN DOUBT … ASK YOUR FIELD MANAGER



2. Rules
A Terra Search 
vehicle may 
only be 
operated by a 
licensed driver

Drivers must 
obey all traffic 
and parking 
regulations

Payment of Police or 
Council fines is the 
driver’s 
responsibility. The 
same conditions 
apply for hire 
vehicles



2. Rules cont’d
Current penalties for speeding

• Less than 13 kilometres per hour (km/h) over the speed limit:
A$133 + one demerit point.

• At least 13 km/h but not more than 20 km/h over the speed limit:
A$200 + three demerit points.

• More than 20 km/h but not more than 30 km/h over the speed 
limit:
A$333 + four demerit points.

• More than 30 km/h but not more than 40 km/h over the speed 
limit:
A$466 + six demerit points.

• More than 40 km/h over the speed limit:
A$933 + eight demerit points and six month suspension.



2. Rules cont’d

Don’t forget 
to switch 
over tanks, 
always start 
with the 
sub tank, 
then switch 
to the main 
tank.

Engine damage 
can be 
prevented if 
temperature 
and oil 
pressure 
gauges are 
monitored 
regularly



2. Rules cont’d
Failure to follow road rules, 
drive to conditions and adhere 
to instructions provided in 
inductions and by your 
supervisor is dangerous driving 
and is not acceptable.

Dangerous driving by any 
employee will not be tolerated. 
Irrespective of an employee’s 
driving qualifications any 
supervisor may forbid an 
employee to drive a vehicle if 
the supervisor considers that 
the employee is a dangerous 
driver. Dangerous driving can 
lead to termination of 
employment.



2. Rules Cont’d
• Many of the roads you will travel 
on are unfenced, poorly 
maintained (even main roads and 
highways) and have long stretches 
that promote fatigue.  Ensure you 
take 15min rest breaks at least 
every TWO HOURS.

• Much of Terra Search’s work is 
carried out on dirt roads in remote 
areas.  There is often no signage 
so you must be alert and aware of 
conditions and other traffic.

Desirable employees make others 
feel comfortable about being their 
passenger.

Always drive to road conditions 
and be realistic about your own 
experience and abilities.



2. Rules cont’d

Any employee 
who is 
convicted of a 
‘driving under 
the influence’ 
charge in a 
company 
vehicle or 
during work 
hours will be 
instantly 
dismissed.



2. Rules cont’d

Passengers are only to ride in 
the cabin of vehicles and may 
not, under any circumstances
ride on the back of open 
trucks or utilities.

Every passenger in a 
company vehicle must wear
a properly fastened seat belt
while the vehicle is moving 
(on or off the road).



2. Rules cont’d
Vehicles must not be driven faster than the statutory state speed limit. 
Always drive a lot slower when not on public roads and never take sharp 
corners at unsafe speeds.

Take it EASY!!!

Slow down. Dust may be 
disguising an oncoming 
vehicle, pot holes, loose 
gravel and slippery mud 
patches. 

Turn on your headlights where 
visibility is poor. Consider 
stopping if you can't see the 
road in front of you.



2. Rules cont’d
A significant cause of damage to gearboxes in Company 
vehicles is caused by simply being in the wrong gear.

 Do NOT use 5th gear (overdrive) when in a town or built up 
area.

 Overdrive is strictly for highway use only.

 Overdrive gear does NOT give you sufficient power to 
overtake in a safe manner, change down to overtake.

 Overdrive REDUCES the power available to the engine, 
remember this when towing uphill etc and do not strain the 
engine, change down a gear instead.



2 Rules cont’d
Every Terra Search vehicle is to be checked daily by the authorised user. 
Items to be inspected during these checks are listed in Section 4.



2 Rules cont’d
All employees must be instructed in safe driving methods and in the 
recommended methods of jacking, winching and puncture repairs, 
before they begin field work. All employees are to carry out vehicle 
operations in the recommended manner.



2 Rules cont’d
The operation of electronic devices (i.e. MP3, 
Mobile Phones etc.) is prohibited while driving. 

Arrange your MP3 etc. before driving, when 
stationary and out of traffic.

Keep volume level low and not distracting.  
Your primary concern is driving safely.

You are driving a vehicle, not in a nightclub.  

Have respect for your own life and those of others.

Use hands free on your phone, or deal with 
it when you stop.



3. Precautions
Vehicle Accident Hazards:

Poor 
Visibility Fatigue

feeling cramped or fidgety; your 
vehicle wandering on the road; 
your speed varying; overtaking 
vehicles startling you; yawning 

constantly; your mind is 
wandering; your eyelids are 

heavy; and you are impatient

Emotional 
Stress

Excessive 
Speed

Mechanical Defects



3. Precautions
Driving at a speed which allows the driver to completely stop the vehicle 
before any unforeseen danger. Learn your vehicles braking distance at 
various speeds, and drive at a safe speed for the road length visible. 

At 100km/hr it takes 85m to stop from the time you apply the brakes.  
That’s 1 1/3 cricket pitches or ¾ of a rugby field.

Point at which you 
observe hazard

Point at which you 
actually stop

Are you driving 
fast enough to kill 
someone, or slow 
enough to walk 
away…



3. Precautions

Don’t
attempt to 
pass a 
vehicle
which is 
travelling 
in a cloud 
of dust.

Drive slowly 
through a 
dust cloud
and beware 
of cattle and 
vehicles 
which may 
‘suddenly’ 
appear.



3. Precautions
In areas of poor visibility (dust, smoke, fog, rain, twilight) 

switch HEADLIGHTS on!

Storm south of Cloncurry, December 2008



3. Precautions
Frequently inspect the car. Check steering and braking systems after 
each field trip. Repair any faults as soon as they are recognised. 
Electrical wiring should be checked by an auto electrician.



3. Precautions cont’d
Driving Position:

Ensure you are in a comfortable and safe driving position.



3. Precautions cont’d
Driving in the Bush:

Avoid travelling fast on rough terrain. 

Rocks, creeks and gullies should be crossed with care.



3. Precautions cont’d
Driving in the Bush:

Cattle and kangaroos are a particular hazard on road verges and 
care should be taken when driving at dusk or dawn. 

Don’t swerve to avoid animals – braking in a straight line may help 
to avoid a rollover.



3. Precautions cont’d
Driving in the Bush:

The correct speed is that at which the driver has

of the vehicle.

(Remember your braking distance, safety distance, to slow down before sharp corners 
sufficiently to allow for another vehicle coming from the opposite direction, and that Utilities 

have a high point of gravity, which makes them susceptible to roll over.)



3. Precautions cont’d
Beware of Roadtrains:

On one-lane 
roads and dirt 
roads PULL 
OVER AND 
STOP when 
Roadtrain is 
approaching.



3. Precautions cont’d
Driving in the Bush:

Check the underside of the vehicle at the end of each 
period of bush driving, to remove grass or sticks caught 

underneath.



3. Precautions cont’d
Driving on Open Road:

Do not ‘tailgate’ under any circumstances!

Keep a safe two second reaction time distance to vehicle ahead of 
you. 

Keeping a safe distance will also reduce the chance of windscreen 
damage.



3. Precautions cont’d
Driving on Open Road:

During city driving, most accidents occur at 
intersections – these need particular care.  Pay 
extra attention, especially if you have been out 

driving in the bush for a period of time.



4 Vehicle checks
Daily checking procedure to be carried out before the start of each 
working day. Refer to and record checking procedures in Vehicle Check 
Book in glove box:



4 Vehicle checks
Exterior:

Dents Hubs Tyres

Underneath Water Tank Windscreen

Load

Radio Aerial & Winch



4 Vehicle checks
Under Bonnet:

Engine Oil

Windscreen

Washer Bottle Radiator 
Reservoir Bottle

Battery

Brake and 
Clutch Fluids

Power 
Steering Fluid

Belts

Air Filter
Radiator Cap

Debris



4 Vehicle checks
Cabin area (with motor off):

Jack, 
Jack Handle

Fuel Gauges

Trip Meter

First Aid Kit

Fire 
Extinguisher

Clutch, 
Foot Brake

Handbrake

Mobile Radio

Tools

Wheel Nut 
Spanner



4 Vehicle checks
Cabin area

(with motor off):

Winch 
Hand 
Piece

Radio Charts & 
Safety Manual

Puncture 
Repair 
Kit

Wipers 
and 
Washers

Lights

HornSteering



4 Vehicle checks
Operating Checks (motor on):

Leaks

Brakes

SteeringSeatbelts

Brakes



End of Presentation
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